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Yes, radio tubes also must be ‘‘aged in the wood.”
Aging activates the cathode under accelerated life
conditions, just before test. In the fundamental
aging circuit shown, final seasoning and de-gassifica-
tion stabilize characteristics in accordance with the
carefully planned aging schedule.

Formerly tubes were plugged into long aging racks.
An operator, equipped with the schedule and a timer,
adjusted electrode potentials throughout the aging
cycle. The human element resulted in errors of tim-
ing and switch manipulation.

Hytron’s new automatic aging wheel minimizes
human error. A motor drives a mechanically-index-
ing horizontal wheel on which 30 radial sections of
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12 tubes each are slowly rotated. Brushes contacting
commutator segments automatically apply electrode
potentials. The wheel itself requires no operator.
The final basing machine operator feeds the wheel.

Tubes already pre-heated are removed by the test
operator.

Other features of the aging wheel are elimination
of needless handling, fast and steady pacing of the

work, easy servicing, and readily interchangeable
load lamps.

To you this automatic aging wheel means economi-
cal, more uniform tubes with stable electrical charac-
teristics. Again Hytron know-how takes a forward
step by making your tubes easier and better.
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