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The ’Phones and Amateur Radio

T our National Convention in
Chicaygo last fall a paper was to
have been presented on “The Effect
of the Radio Phone on Traific”.
The pentleman who was ito have
spoken oin this subject unfortunately could
not sttend and the paper wag never pro-
duced. The title of that undelivered paper,
however, strikes the keynote of this editor-
ial—the effect the ’phones, whether ama-
teur or commercial, are having on our ama-
teur work. We have some very serious
things to say and we want everybody to
read thig carefully,

Fellows, do you know the grand old game
has changed—that it isn’t what it used to
be, even a year ugo? Time was, bhefore
the war and just after we had got on to
regenerative receivers, when we could work
as often and as long as we liked, and we
owned the local air., After the war, with
all the publicity radio got, there were many
more ot us and we had to adopt co-operative
schemes whereby the hours were divided so
that all got an equal show—Ilike the Chicago
Plan and its wvariations. Once we intro-
duced the idea of team-work and co-oper-
ation, tho, we got along splendidly—until
the radio telephone came suddenly into
prominence this past fall. This promin-
ence of the phone is evidenced in the com-
mercial broadeast services and in amateur
broadecasts and in the wnovice listeners.
Within the short space of six months the
entire aspect of the amateur world has been
tremendously changed, bringing serious
problems with it, and we must consider
these problems. The whole legislative situ-
ation is again in upheaval, and the Secre-
tary of Commerce has just been instructed
to appoint another committee of radio ex-
perts to devise a new code of radio laws
particularly o take into account the new
situation brought about by the advent of
the phone, Our A.R.R.L. expects to be ac-
corded a voice in the deliberations, repre-
senting what the government calls the pri-
vate radio interests, and your officers want
practical suggestions from our affiliated
elubs and individual members on the two
big matters before us—the regulation of
amateur broadecasts and the interference

problem hetween amateur transmission and
commercial broadeast reception. lLet us
consider them in order.

The New Broadcast Regulations.

In January, paragraph 57 of the Radio
Regulations was amended to require a
limited commercial license for all trans-
mitting stations wused for broadcasting
news, concerts, leciures, and such matter,
the wave length for which service is fixed
at 360 meters, with 485 meters for crop re-
ports and weather forecasts. The immedi-
ate effect of this was the prohibition of all
radio phone broadcasts under amateur
licenses, with all new licenses stamped with
the statement that the station was not
licensed for any broadeasting. Our A.R.
R.L. has had a committee in Washington
investigating this matter and we now have
the whole story. Our readers are particu-
larly requested to note the following points:

{1) 'This prohibition is only temporary—
the Department of Commerce does not mean
to permanently prohibit-any useful activ-
ity. As quickly as a practical basis can be
determined wupon, all legitimate services
will be restored.

(2) Altho undoubtedly the corporate
interests maintaining broadcasting estab-
lishments have requested better rvegulation
of amateur phones to protect their own
broadeasts, the main actuating motive on
the part of the Department of Commerce
has been a desire to protect the radio-
TELEGRAPH amateur, whom the Depart-
ment recognizes as the great national asset
and whose activities were bheing fairly
swamped by the amateur phones.

{8) Broadcasting is growing tremend-
ously and must be regulated now before it
gets out of hand. It should be permitted
only when the general radio public is in-
terested, and not merely because an in-
dividual to broadeast for his personal
amusement or for advertising purposes
without regard to the desires of his audi-
ence. Nor should amateur phones with
rotten modulation, illegal outputs, awful
“plate supply noises”, and indifferent pro-
grams be permitted to broadcast under any
circumstances. 'The right kind of stations
will be permitted to continue their service
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under & limited commercial license when
their activity is desired by the general
radio public.

(4) Special authority in all probability
will be granted by the Bureau of Naviga-
tion to conduct any broadeasts already ar-
ranged for previous to the the inaugura-
tion of the new regulation, aud provision
will be made for the continued broadcasts
of those radio phone stations that are hand-
ling market and crop reports, weather fore-
wasis, police alarms, ete., in co-operation
with a branch of the Federal Government
or their municipalities. In such cases &
letter from the Government branch or
municipality being served should be sub-
dnitted, showing that the service is neces-
sary for the public welfave, and we under-

stand the necessary authority will be
granted.
i5) The new regulation does not apply

to radicTELEGRAPH stations.

{6y The Department of Commerce now

needs and wants a new basis for the various
amateur activities, one which will give
proper protection to all the amateur inter-
ests. Suggestions are solicited. It must be
borne in mind that this is a big under-
taking, probably involving & change in the
radio iaw, and it cannot be accomplished in
a day or a week. Hveryone’s viewpoint
must be determined and a fair plan formu-
lated, and then this must he enacted into
law before it can be administered. Mean-
while we must he patient in the present
situation.
. Except for the part that the corporate
interests may have played in bringing this
about, we are well pleased with it and confi-
dent - that the concentrated thought now
being brought to bear on the matter of
regulation will result in an equitable ar-
rangement. Our 200-meter wave length is
horribly crowded with the legitimate tele-
graphic business of an amateur field com-
prising some 14,000 transmitters, without
being burdened with even the best of broad-
casts from 200-meter phones. And what
chance have the latter of being heard thru
the din? And as to the awful stuff that
most amateur phones put out from ten-
cent records on $1.89-phonographs with a
supply ripple like a thrashing-machine and
a wave like the Atlantic—we are glad it is
gone and hope it never comes back! Ama-
.tt\f_aur Radio is decidedly the better without
it.

We say again, fellows, that the Depart-
ment of Commerce is our friend. An ama-
teur phone carrying on loeal conversation
during local hours cannot cause much in-
wconvenience, nor ¢an it cause particularly
great interference in the amount of traffic
it can successfully handle in the later hours.
It causes its trouble, then, in its generally
ill-guided inclination o “favor” the public
with broadeasts, whether the public desire
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to be favored or mno. The temporary
suspending order was issued because it was
apparent to the Deparvtment that such
broadecasts were interfering with stations
conducting other kinds of business~-the
novice listeners to some extent but mainly
the other 200-meter activities, the amateur
telegraph station. They believe that it is
the later who is truly of value, who is most
likely to make @ real contribution to the
art, who is of actual aid to his country in
time of need, who can cover distances with
speed and perform a worth-while service,
And his activities were being hampered to
an exteni that was getting unbearable and
conditions were getting chaotic—the tele-
graph amateur was being put out of
business.

The Department largely locks to our or-
ganization, thru its affiliated c¢lubs, to de-
wide by the interchange of ideas just how
the amateur radiotelegraph and amateur
radiotelephone stations are to be co-ordine
ated with each other and with the other ser-
vices invelved. [t is now necessary to find
some way to permit amateur broadcasting
{where such service is desirable, and still
not “gum up the works” for other amateur
operation. Some schemes under consider-
ation at present ave, first, to allow broad-
casting on some other wave length, such as
1756 or 225 meters, or, third, to revise the
present system completely and institute
graded amateur licenses restricting irans-
mitters to waves below 175 for their first
year ov so, pufiting all amateur phones on
200 meters, sparks (telegraph of course) on
205, and 275 for C.W. stations using code;
and in everybody’s mind is the feeling that
the commercial broadcasts ought to go to a
higher wave length where conflicts with
amateur work would be avoided.

Now it's up to us to express ourselves,
What do we want? We feel prefty sure
that of the two, telegraph and phone, one
must be subservient to the other in the new
regulations. Our A.R.R.L. is primarily a
telegraphing organization and we have al-
ways [elt that that was the most important
thing. It is for us amateurs ourselves fo
decide the question. We wonder if we have
come to the parting of the ways? Do we
want to favor the phone to the detriment or
possible discarding of the telegraph? We
at headquarters don’t think so, and feel
that “the telegraph’s the thing”, but we
want instructions and suggestions from the
gang. What do YOU think about it?

Now, fellows, don’t get hot-headed over
this thing and join in any loud talk about
petitions to Congress to change matters,
how the corporations are slipping it all over
us and this is the beginning of the end, and
go on. This is a thing that has been done
largely for our own protection and it has
got under control a situation that bid fair
to destroy us. And we have heen asked to
say what we want. 8o don’t start writing
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wild protests to your senators and putting
on a “bluecard” fight when there are only
shadows to fight. If we are dignified and
business-like we will gain the consideration
of those senators and congressmen when we
make our recommendations, and we may
need their help in & real blue-card fight
some day.

Meanwhile the present regulation is to be
obeved. No more phone broadcasts. And
sending out music and addressing it to a
particular station while it is vet a broad-
cast in ifs intent is just a subterfuge and
will not ba tolerated. A limited commercial
license is necessary for the transmission of
such phone matter. Stick within the law.

The Broadcast Listener.

And now we come to the second difficulty
vreated by the increased use of the phone—
the interference our regular amateur work
causes the hroadcast listeners. This is a
really grave problem and one about which
every A.R.R.L. man wmust think, as it is
staring us in the face like a grim spectre.

Here’s the story: the big corporations
have capitalized all the publicity radio has
got since the war, have put up big broad-
casting stations which generally transmit
entertaining and instructive programs.
they advertise this extensively and create
an immense demand for apparatus, and
then they build and sell the equipment. We
all know what the resuit has been. A vear
ago the radio industry consisted of a hun-
dred or so firms, struggling along as best
they could with what by comparison was a
pitifully small amount of trade, counting
nickles to make ends meet. Then came the
boom! And now they can’t keep up. In
the east it is practically impossible to buy
a receiving set, one has to stand in line to
got wailed upon only to find that the store
hasn't got even the parts one wants, the
factories are months behind in their orvders
altho sume of them have tripled their pro-
duction, and in geuneral the business has
taken a boom that was beyond the fondest
dreams ol & vear ago. And it’s Mr. Novice
who is doing the buying. He doesn’t know
a thing about radio and he doesn’t care as
long as he can hear something over it.
These men have come in by the hundreds of
thousands. We have no doubt they out-
number us amateurs a hundred to one right
now, and they are still coming strong.
They are buying apparatus by what must
be the millions of dollars worth—in other
words the broadcasting companies ave
making “big business” ont of what was the
game of us amateurs for so many years.

The broadeast listener has been atiracted
by the phone and so he is undeniably one
who has registed the call of the wireless as
we know it—the dots and dashes. He has
heard of the A.R.R.L. but doesn’t know
what it is. He bhas heard where we have
done some wonderful things but doesn’t be-
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lieve it. He hagn’t a ghost of an idea as to
how radio works and he doesn’t have any
interest in finding out. He only wants to
know how much it will cost to get a set in-
stalled for him, pulling out his checkbook as
he asks. He gets a broad-tuning simphﬁed
tuner in all probability, and doesn’t know
how to operate even that. He hears all
kinds of disturbances, ships, commerecials,
amateurs, harmonics, leaky power lines,
statie. They annoy him, because he has no
idea what they mean—knows r{oth;ng of the
rest of the radio worid. He is like a be-
ginner in our own amateur game, oply
worse because often he is a prominent citi--
zen and used to doing as he pleases in many-
things. Because, do you know, fellows,,
these listeners abe the mayor, the eminent
politician, the bank president, the ieading
merchant, the doctor, the minister, the
president of the hoard of education—the
kind of folks we have long vms’hed under
different circumstances to have in amateur
radio in order that it might be a truer
Citizen Radio. These men are discovering
that most of the strange noises that inter-
fere with their concerts are from us ama-
teurs, and what we don't actually make our-
selves we are getting blamed for anyway,
including static. Directly they are going te
et together and say “These amateurs are
a damned nuisance—they bust up my con-
certs. They ought to be kicked out.” For
you see, men, the novice listener doesn’t yet
know that there are others besides himself
that amount to anything in radio, and at
the present time he wants all the uir, the
same as we used to have all of it for our-
selves. The danger is that these listeners,
these prominent men in the community, will
call up their senators and congressmen and
say “Bill, I want you to do something for
me. ['ve got a wireless and the family likes
to listen to these concerts, but we're
bathered by a gang of kids all aver creation
who make the most infernal racket alil
night long with & bunch of syuawks and
erashes that knock things to pieces. They're
a nuisance—can’t you get ‘em stopped?”
And when all the eminent local politicians
and big guns in all the towns get to telling
Congress that we're a nuisance, we're likely
to get the can whether we avre or mnot.
Therein lies the danger.

The trouble is chargeable to many causes.
There’s the broad tuning of the kind of re-
eeivers put out for these folks, their in-
ability to operate anything right, their
overbearingness but there's also the too-
long and too-broad wave of countless ama-
teur stations, the amateur ether-hog who
never stops, the local concert fiends who try
to compare with WDKA, the high-handed
disdain of the amateur for the novice, the
jack of willingness to share the ether with
him; and there's the unfortunate fact, be-
yond the control of either at present, that
the amateur wave and the broadeast wave




32 Q

are much too cloge together for any hope of
entirely successful working.

There will be objection to raising the
broadeast wave hut it will never be any
wasier 1o do than it is right now and it
ought to be done now before it gets too

difficuit. If this were done there no longer
would Dbe any eonflict between amateurs
and econc listeners. ‘There is a band of

wave !.eng'ths i»etwepn 1000 and 1800 meters
that af present is almost entirely unused,
regserved for the Navy, The Navv 5AVE
that national urity demands fhat they
have these waves, but they are not using
them. And in time of war ofl waves belong
to the military. This is the age of efficient
sharing and the trend of the times it to get
back on a real peace-time basgis and give
more thot to domestic matters and Jess to
wmilitary. It is our opinion that the oificial
broadeast wave length should be changed to
some band in this at present unused range.
We believe the situation demands it even
now, und it is gelting worse, as all the
broadcasts can’t operate on the very same
wave length of 360 meters and their isn’t

any particular room thereabouts for ex-
pansion.
But that may wunever come about and

meanwhile we are faced by our most seri-
ous situation of yecent vears. Do vou won-
der that we say the game has changed? Up
to now we amateurs have had all the air.
Now the novices want all of it. Neither of
us can have all of it—we must share it, the
same as we amateurs did among ourselves
when we started the Chicago Plan. We
amateurs must start now to correct this
gituation as it relates to our own activities,
and we must get busy immediately to edu-
cate the listener to the fact that he isn’t
alone in his glory and that he too must
share, Either that, feilows, or good-nite
amateur radio!

Our hope now is in our Affihatea Tlubs,
and we believe we are going to have a real
test of our affiliated strength. Once upon
a time our A.R.R.L. consisted of a lot of in-
dividual memberships, but since we started
the business of local co-operafive plans with
community tribunals we have become more
and more an association of affiliated soei-
aties, cach representing s community view-
point rather than an individual one. And
it is to our affiliated clubs that we must
fook for the solution of the amateur-novice
problem.

Generally folks are enemies only
as they don’t know cach other. To meet is
to have their difference dissolve into thin
air. The radio club is the forum where we
all meet and get our peeves off our chests.
Affiliated Clubs, there’s a job for you! You
must take in to yourselves the broadeast
jisteners, not only because they're fine
fellows when they know you right but to
save yvour necks! Make your meetings in-

s0 long
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tervesting for them, and invite them Jin,
They’re oiten the pillars of the community,
the {ype of men you need. Don’t let them

club by themseives«-t'hey need helpful in-
formation in the worst sort of way and
they’re hungry for it—they'll come in if

you'll let them, GO GET THEM!

Then you'll have a represeniative organ-
jzation hat cuan reflect the true desires of
the vadio population of community.
And then got busy on interference
problem. What are we going to do about
it? Why, will you believe it, we have been
asked how the A.R.R.L. would regard the
proposal to introduce a bill prohibiting
amateur transmission of any sort between

the hours of & and 11 p.m., it being inti-
mated that ag the AR.R.L. was primarily
interested in long-distance work which was

only possible in the later hours of the night,
we might be expected to support such a hill,
They're & thousand reusons why we don't
want a law like this, but we must do some-
thing abont the situation or it will happen.
How many of us amateurs can get the
broadeasts well and how many of us like to
tisten to them, so that of ourselves alone we
would vote for quiet hours? It’s a little
surprising to find out that a great num-
ber of us seem already in favor of quiet
hours, and in numerous communities the
local amateur clubs have voted for silent
air during the bhroadeasts. If we don’t
want a national law shoved thru against
us we have got to do something dquick,
That something, as we see it, is to decide
the matter in each community by loeal
option, after we have got the broadeast
listeners in fo the clubs so that they will
see that we ave not a flock of little boys in
short trousers but that we are really going
after the thing in more wserious [ashion
than they themselves. What you must do,
Clubs, 18 to make yoursevies r@preaentatlve
bodies, capable of reﬁeetmg the gpirit of the
majority of the radio public in your com-
nunity, and then actually do the reflecting.
Vote on it. In your territory are there only
a couple of listeners and a hundred tele-
graph transmitters who want to do ama-
teur work, and ave vou far enough away
from other broadecast listeners that you
won't interfere with them? Then it ijs
plain that you should go ahead and trans-
mit, g0 that the majority may have their
way. But are there as many with only ve-
ceiving sets as there are real amateurs, and
do you discover that most of the amateurs
themselves like #o receive the broadeasts
and desire silent air? Then by all means
have the quiet hours—start them at once
and wmake everybody comply with wour
regulations,

That’s co-operation. That's the rule of
the majority, That's the only thing that's
fair. And it's the only way to keep the
broadcast hqtener from demanding =ail of
the air-—und coming close to getting it.
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Let’s speak a little more definitely. Here
is what we want every A.R.R.L. affiliated
club to do:

(1) Call a masg meeting of everybody
in your territory who is interested in radio
--amateurs, broadecast listeners, everybody.
Take stock of your local situation and be
sure that you get all the broadcast listeners
in to the lweeting., You must have them,
Find out who they :ure and write them
letters or better send a committee to invite
them to the meeting, and do everything you
can to vound up everybhody interested.

{2y  Then talk over these matters fairly
and sguarely., Tell them that we have a
nasty situation fo solve and that you want
to do it by co-operation. Find out how
everybody feels, whether amateur or listen-
er, about both of our big problems—ihe
regulation of amateur phones and the inter-
ference between amateur and listener. {iive

everybody a chance to be heard.

{5) And then start the ball volling at
once in some scheme that will decide
whether or not vou are to have ¢uiet hours
for broadcast listening by the majority
sentiment. Take u vote un it and agree to
a definite program if at all possible, and
broadeast this to everybody in vour terri-
tory. Try to come to an under':tandme; at
that meeting, because it is a hard job to
get out a big gang to a meeting, But what-
ever vou do, be sure 1o get something in the
works that will enable the prompt bei,thng
of this matter by “local option”—that is the
vital thing.

{4) 'Then write immediately to A.R.R.L.
Headquarters at Hartford, Conn., and let
us know what you have done There are
two things your Board of Direction wants
to know at once: first, is the amateur radio
telephone ovr the teleg*raph to be favored in
the new amateur regulations, and what are
vour suggestions as to a division of wave
lengths; and, secoud, give us what assur-
ance you can that you have arranged mat-
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ters in your territory so that local option,
whatever the outcome, will decide the mat-
ter of silent air for broadeast hours.

(5y Do all of these things just as
promptly as you pus<1b1V can,

The general radm public have not yet
come to the point where they know any-
thing about what we amateurs have heen
astruggling with for years in the way of
QRM—uor static. But they want heip and
that is our chance. At any club meeting
not only can every guestion be answered but
friendships can be made which will mean
helpful visits from amateurs who know.
Gradually they will wake up to the fact
that the existing amateur organizations are
the very thing they are looking for, and
unce the‘y‘ are in the clubs they will learn
the situation and become a part of us and
work with us instead of against us.

We must fight to the last ditch any law
gponsored either by the general public or
by the big manufacturing interests behind
them, which proposes fo prohibit amateur
transmitting during most of the evening,
There is no reason why the broadcast stutf
should have it all. Amateur transmission
now has it all but we cannot hope to keep it
all. What we want is a just and fair dis-
tribution of the hours in accordance with
the majority sentiment in each community
~hit we must give consideration to those
who want to listen. We must make up our
minds that as far as the large centers of
population go, the old days of free-for-all
amateur radio have gone for good. 'The
day will never return when we can make all
the noise we want at any old time of the day
oy night.

Qur AR.R.L. has a glorious history of
real Americanism and team-work in all its
doings. Now let’s all put a shoulder to the
wheel and whip this job. But the minute
we break up the team-work-—Good-Night!
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